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The most recent McKinney reauthorization proposals would change the HUD definition of homelessness in the following ways.

HUD’s current definition of homelessness includes those living in places not meant for human habitation (the streets, abandoned buildings), in an emergency shelter or transitional housing facility.  It also includes those facing the loss of housing within the next seven days with no other place to go and no resources or support networks to obtain housing.

If the current McKinney reauthorization proposal becomes law...

The definition of homelessness would be expanded to:

1.  include those at imminent risk of homelessness - individuals and households facing the loss of housing within the next fourteen days with no other place to go and no resources or support networks to obtain housing.  Evidence to prove “imminent risk” could include a court order resulting from an eviction notice, residence in a hotel or motel without resources to stay longer than fourteen days, and “other credible evidence.”

2. allow a community to use up to 10 percent of its funding for families or unaccompanied youth living in unstable situations.  “Unstable situations” would include families with children and unaccompanied youth:

a. who are defined as homeless under other federal programs (such as the Department of Education’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth program)

b. have lived for a long period without living independently in permanent housing

c. have moved frequently

d. will continue to experience instability because of disability history, domestic violence or abuse, or multiple barriers to employment

3. allow a community with fewer than 0.1 percent of their population homeless in their most recent point in time count to use more of their funding to serve the population described in the bullet above 

The definition of chronic homelessness would be expanded to:

1. include families with children.

2. include those in safe havens.

3. ignore brief stays in institutional care.

Status of McKinney Reauthorization Proposals:

The Congressional committees with jurisdiction over McKinney reauthorization - 

the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and the House Financial Services Committee - both passed similar versions of legislation to reauthorize McKinney in 2008.  Unfortunately time ran out and the Senate and U.S. House of Representatives did not pass the legislation before the 2008 Congressional session ended.  Plans are being made to introduce legislation again or attach the legislation to a larger package as early as March / April 2009.  It 

is expected that the legislation that was considered in 2008 will be the legislation considered again in 2009.

�	 This has not previously been included in the HUD statute; instead HUD included this in the regulations.






